Hinesville Military Affairs Committee Minutes  -- January 22, 2024

Chairman P.J. Schneider called to order the January meeting at 6:00 PM at the Steven Cohen Military Family Clinic, 345 W. Memorial Drive, Hinesville, Ga.  Karen Bell gave the opening prayer.  
In attendance were:   Bobbie Poole, Jessie Hamel, Michelle Ricketson, Joe Feagin, Karen Bell, Erica Frenes, Pat Snelsire, Ron Collins, Jennifer Howard, David Jacks, John Lamb, Belinda Sharp, P.J and Melinda Schneider.  
    
Minutes from our November 2023 meeting were accepted as written.
    
Treasurer Report – Michelle Ricketson reported our current balance is $5,800.00.  
An approximately $40.00 reimbursement for wreath decorations to Michelle Ricketson was approved.

Chairman Report:  See items below

Community Coordination – Michelle Ricketson distributed flyers.
Hospitality – Melinda Schneider reported the successful distribution of eight wreaths to show support to our soldiers and their families from HMAC and the City of Hinesville.
Veterans Memorial Walk – Ron Collins reported that the law suit from March 2019 is still in the air; the new flag pole is close to being in position.
Retiree Council – Karen Bell reported that there are openings on the council; Retiree Day 2024 will be held in Florida; the problems at the Pharmacy on Fort Stewart need to be conveyed to Buddy Carter.

VSO’s –
· VFW Post 6602 –.
· DAV – Chapter 46 – Ninth District Meeting will be held at Myrtle Beach Jan 26, 27 and 28th.
· American Legion Post 168 –.
· American Legion Post 321 – Meeting on Feb 3rd in Statesboro.
· VVA – Chapter 789 – The Wall that Heals will be in Hinesville Oct 24, 25, 26 and 27th.  Help is needed in 4 hour shifts; counselors will be on site; help with food and drink also. October is Agent Orange month.

Old Business: 
· HMAC will brief  the new Hinesville Mayor, Garrison Commander and Garrison Command Sergeant Major and Department Chief of Staff.
· Coastal Courier will start a VETERANS PAGE soon.
· HMAC web page needs attention.  Erica Frenes volunteered.

New Business:
· Summer support for 3rd ID in June.  We need to discuss what we will and will not do.
· Marne Week – November and December time frame.  Golf Tournament will be putting contest; hole in one and hole sponsorships.
· Liberty Education Department Support – June at Ft Morris.  Don’t’ forget containers for left overs.

Good of the Order:
Farmers Market will start up soon.  No charge for two non-profits per week.
Melinda would like to collect a “bio” from members to share within our membership.

Next Meeting February 26, 2024, 6 pm at Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic, 345 W. Memorial Dr.

Melinda Schneider, Secretary,
912-271-1702 * theyellowbowlady@gmail.com 
